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The most significant political development of recent months in Berlin has been 
the gradual distliluslonment in, and increasing bitterness towerd, the occupying 
ie exon: the leaders and the rank-and-file of the Sooiei Demooratioc Party. 
nis feeling on the part of the SPD, which, in spite of the osoasionally dems- 
gogio speeches of Schumacher, must be considered the only maze party in Germany 
coming anywhere near to our principle of democracy, has two closely scomected . 
causes. The first reason is the 100 persent obstructioniat attitude the Russian 
authorities have adopted toward the Party, and the second is the inability or 
the wirillingnous of the Neatorn Powers to assist the SPD in diaoherging the 
manaate it received from tho, population of Berlin in the free and democratio 
elections of 20 Octeber 1948, As a result of that election, in which the SPD 


wou an overrhslming victory in all four seoters of the city, end which has baen 


halled toth in Germany and abroad as a victory for Western cencoracy and a 
corresponding defeat for the forces supporting Communism (in Berlin the SED), 

the SPD wes called upon by the Allied Konmendatura to assume the municips)] adainise 
tration. Ou the edninistrative side, this meant that the SPD would eppoint 
Birgeruesistere and Deputy Birgermelsterm in nineteen of the tventy boroughs, 

in addition te ahout seventy percent of che leading positions in the Magistrat. 
On the lagislutive side, the City Assembly, in which the SFPD nad o near wajority, 
was axpeoted to formulate, atong others, legislation thet may be required by 

the Magistrat to correct some of the mere obvious wronge of which the previcus 
SFNedominated aduinistration had been deemed cullty. According to the announce 
ments made by tha Gowmanding Generals of the four occupying powers pricr to the 
6laction, logialation by the City Assembiy need not have Allied approval, al- 
though the poner of veto waa retbalnsd, 


The months cinss October 1047 have witnessed a Russian policy toward the uew 
elty adelnistration which may well be charactorined as 6 model of sbstruction. 


It was asgumed thet the defeated SED would not show any real cooperation, and 


the obstructionint attitude of their twenty-odd representatives in the city 
assembly was discamrted in advance ag being unable to causes any real harm to 


. the cause of good city gevernuent. But in the Komandatury, a certain enount 


of objectivity and Sailr play was oxpeoted, and it was precieely there that the 
cause of good government was undermined to such on extent that the resignation 
of the whole S°D HMagistrat and Oity Assembly is uot only a mach disouased 
poegibility, but even a probability. The City Assembly has passed, on reaom- 


‘ mendation of the Hagistret, seventy-sight laws up to this date. Of the seventy~ 


eight laws, ths Russians have vetoed seventy-five, bringing city government to 
a virtual sterdstill, At the aamo time, the Russien-centrolled press and the 
SED have mace the nest vielent attacks upon the city administration for their 


aust hon uireHe ns > and ineffectiveness used solely by the absolutely deadly use 
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obtained . ox ccopt on SED memberpay As a result, the expeeted self ‘autonomy. of the’ 
Berkin: vaty. goverment became a farce, a fact real Lized,.most: sledgly., cby 
“responsible for the povernnent, “he conviction has: ‘been + srowing amonz the ., 
SPD leaders that it may be the wiser course. to accept" tho. realities of ‘the - 


of the: » veto poe 4 thd ieeiaa Yourcaaitabive | in “the ‘Mldod Komondaturas: 9 
. The Rugsian distaste for. ‘action’ ofthe City Assembly is most ‘catholics. “One 
“day, for instances thoy veto legislation reducing the mnunber. of municipal 
employees, and. the noxt day they’ veto the appropriation to pay: ‘the existing - 
“number of employees: on the: grounds thet, there. ware too. TORIBYS - “OL, thors” ihe 
actually happened. )!, AY the. ‘same: time, the Russians: ‘prevented ‘the § SPD ye 
. wenoving any but’ “the” top officials: of the old SeDedominated eity administra trat 
by the méans of arbitrarily clas sifying over four-hundred positions. a Nkoy... 
posts", any. change in which, required. quadripartite approvals | Thereby, — the’ 
resignution. or. removal of people. like Markeraf was. preventods and even.if the 2 
SPD was, dusky enough to succeed in removing the S!D incumbent, through. criminal - 
prosecution < OF may ve he died in office « Ro’ unaninoug, eagroenenk could’ 00.6 


Ba 


‘those 


situations Loto that a political party is in no position to. @ppose. ‘the’ ‘Russian 
oceupyins powers draw the consequences, rosigns and. leave: the . tiold ae Rerlin 
to the SEDs 1 i: ‘ 


